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"CA1"   I   FAIL?" 
By  Sld^r  Wilburn  C.  We$t,  Auburn,  il.Y. 


When  thu  task  at  hand  is  long  and  hard, 

And  the  sky  above  is  black  -- 
When  fortune  has  dealt  you  an  unkind  card  -- 

Caii  you  bake  it  and  not  answer  back? 

When  you  think  of  pleasures  you  might  have  had  -- 
Of  the  worldly  things  you  have  lost  -- 

Can  you  look  at  your  lot  and  still  be  glad 
You  have  chosen  to  pay  the  cost? 

When  everyone  turns  a  cold  shoulder  to  you, 

And  your  message  has  no  avail  -- 
When  doors  are  shut  in  your  face  till  you're  blue 

Just  ask  yourself,  "Can  I  Fail?" 

Then  think  of  the  trust  of  those  loved  ones  dear, 
Of  their  faith  exercised  for  you  -- 

Of  your  Father  in  heaven  who  surely  can  hear 
The  prayers  of  his  chosen  few. 

Just  think  of  the  love  of  that  mother  and  dad  -- 
Of  the  pride  they  should  have  in  you; 

Remember  those  brothers  and  sisters  you  have; 
And  perhaps  there's  a  sweetheart  too. 

Now  turn  again  to  that  task  you  must, 
Take  stock  of  your  goods  for  sale, 
Ask  God  to  help  you  keep  sacred  your  trust  -- 

Then  ask  yourself,  "Can  I  Fail?" 

--  Liahona  -- 


CORRECT  I  Oil:  -  On  page  fifty- two,  line  sixteen, 
in  the  last  issue  of  the  "Cumorah  Monthly 
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feet."     T .  i: . 
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"OUR  MISSIONARIES  ALL  THEIR  MESSAGE" 

When  I  look  back  ever  the  past  twenty-four  years  and  remem- 
ber that  in  1903  there  were  only  four  humble  Elders  sent  out  to 
re-open  the  South  African  Mission  after  a  lapse  of  over  forty  years, 
myself  being  the  first  to  apply  for  baptism  about  one  year  later, 
and  then  look  over  the  large  number  who  have  received  a  testimony 
of  their  message  --  I  am  surprised  at  what  has  been  accomplished. 

The  four  Elders  did  not  enter  the  religious  arena  with  large 
pages  of  print,  advertising  their  presence.;  they  did  not  engage 
large  halls  and  with  great  fervour  endeavour  to  persuade  the  people 
that  they  were  great  sinners  and  could  only  be  saved  by  standing  up 
and  confessing  their  sins,  declaring  that  they  believed  on  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  as  the' Son  of  Cod  and  that  he  had  died  for  them,  leav- 
ing nothing  for  them  to  do;  nor  did  they  just  declare  the  message 
and  then  leave  the  people  to  themselves;  nor  did  they  shout  from 
the  house-tops  that  these  teachers  were  wrong.   It  was  the  absence 
of  these  methods  which  drew  my  attention  and  so  readily  appealed  to 
my  very  soul.   They  declared  that  they  were  sent  with  Divine  Author- 
ity to  teach  the  same  3-ospel  that  Jesus  Christ  delivered  to  man  be- 
fore and  alter  his  Crucifixion,  emphasizing  what  appears  to  be  his 
last  instructions  to  his  Apostles  prior  to  his  Ascension  as  recorded 
in  Matt.  28:19-20:  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptiz- 
ing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
3-host;  Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  command- 
ed you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world 
Amen." 

These  four  brethren  namely:  Elders  Warren  H.  Lyons,  \7m.  R. 
Smith,  Thomas "L.  Griffiths  and  Ceo.  A.  Simpkins ,  went  around  with 
the  Word  of  the  Lord  in  their  hands  from  house  to  house  teaching  all 
or  any  who  were  willing  to  be  taught.   They  did  not  limit  the  number 
of  lessons  nor  the  hours  they  were  willing  to  spend  with  honest  in- 
vestigators.  Willingness  to  be  taught  was  the  only  requirement. 
They  did  not  infer  that  an  investigator  was  under  any  obligation  to 
pay  for  being  instructed. 

They  did  not  appear  to  give  greater  consideration  to  the  rich 
than  to  the  poor.   They  taught  vividly  that  the  O-ospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  dealt  with  the  human  race  as  all  needing  a  Saviour,  leaving 
each  to  enjoy  and  rejoice  in  whatever  financial  or  social  position 
he  might  find  himself,  demonstrating  the  fact  that  love,  as  known 
and  practiced  in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  indeed  a  power  to 
raise  the  improverished  and  give  wisdom  and  charity  to  the  rich.  Al- 
though like  their  Lord  and  Master,  they  frequently  found  the  poor 
received  them  gladly,  whereas  the  rich  sent  them  away. 

As  the  four  previously  mentioned  Elders  brought  and  taught 
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this  wonderful  message  of  et^rn,il  lifts    twenty-four  yej.rs  ^go  to  the 
people  of  South  Africa,  oven  so  arc  there  three  thousand  noble  men 
ind  women ,  rich  and  poor,  devoting  their  time  and  means  to  carryir.3 
the  message  of  the  Restoration  to  ev.^ry  civilized  nation  of  the 
>,irth  to-day,  When  permitted;  and  instructing  those  who  receive  it 
to  pass  it  along  to  others,  thus  leavening  the  whole  world  with  a 
knowledge  of  a  Restoration  of  the  Holy  Priesthood  and  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

At  this  time,  whether  it  be  in  city,  town,  or  dorp  throughout 
the  world ,  whenever  the  word  "kormonism"  is  heard  it  creates  an  in- 
terest favourable  or  otherwise.  Lecau.se  our  Message  is  outstanding, 
it  has  a  peculiar  and  definite  ring.  Our  literature  is  authorita- 
tive, it  is  the  inspired  word  of  Cod  by  revelation;  it  has  vitality 
and  powur  within  it  to  impress  and  enlighten  the  spirit  of  man  into 
an  understanding  of  its  truthfulness. 

All  who  will  investigate  may  know  and  will  come  to  a  decision 
within  their  heart  to  accept  or  reject  same.   Very  few  are  able  to 
turn  it  aside  with  indifference  after  having  been  plainly  taught; 
they  realize  that  the  words  of  the  Prophet  Isaiah  has  surely  come 
to  pass  in  this  day  again:  "Arise,  shine;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee."  Isaiah  60:1. 

I  have  read:  "There  is  a  time  and  tide  in  the  lives  of  men,  if 
taken  at  the  flood  --  leads  on  to  fortune." 

I  should  like  to  paraphrase  that  encouraging  statement  and  say 
There  is  a  time  and  tide  in  the  lives  of  men  today,  when,  ii  they 
are  willing,  they  may  be  led  into  a  knowledge  of  eternal  life. 

I  appeal  to  all  to  whom  the  servants  of  the  Lord  may  come  un- 
der the  known  name  of  "Elders  of  the  (Mormon  Church)  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  to  earnestly  investigate  their  message 
and  come  into  the  glorious  light  which  has  come  forth  to  enlighten 
the  world,  and  lead  them  out  of  the  Babylon  of  conflicting  Creeds. 

--  Samuel  Martin  -- 


"THE   TRUE   IDEAL" 


There  is  only  one  perfect  standard  by  which  we  can  measure 
our  lives,  but  one  perfect  model  for  us  to  pattern  our  lives  after-- 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Histories  of  the  lives  of  many  great  and  noble  men,  lives 
which  have  shown  forth  almost  all  the  Christian  virtues,  are  point- 
ed to  by  those  who  refuse  to  accept  the  Lessiah  as  the  Son  of  Cod, 
as  examples  truly  great  and  worthy  of  emulation.  But  we  who  believe 
in  the  divinity  of  the  Redeemer  point  to  him  as  the  great  exemplar, 
for  all  other  lives  fall  short  of  His  perfection. 

Socrates,  who  lived  many  years  before  Christ  and  who  is  al- 
most worshiped  today  by  certain  people,  did  not  pose  as  a  perfect 
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example,  but  said  that:  "We  must  of  necessity  wait  until  someone 
from  Him  who  careth  for  us  all  shall  come  and  instruct  us  how  to 
live  towards  God  and  man." 

If  we  were  to  examine  the  lives  of  all  the  other  great  men 
of  the  earth,  we  would  find  that  they  fall  far  short  of  the  life 
and  example  of  Jesus  of  Harare th. 

It  is  said  that  Christ  repeated  only  what  others  before  him 
had  said,  and  that  Isaiah,  Hoses,  Daniel,  Confucius,  Socrates  and 
others  had  taught  the  people  in  their  days  the  same  identical 
truths.  If  we  -were  to  admit  this,  which  we  do  not,  who  among  these 
teachers  brought  into  his  life  such  perfection  as  did  the  Great 
Teacher  --  not  one  of  them  --  which  of  them  ever  promised  the  earth 
as  an  inheritance  for  adherence  to  his  teaching,  or  exaltation  in 
the  Kingdom  of  God? 

Many  of  the  teachings  of  Christ  were  original.   His  laws  and 
precepts  were  backed  by  promises  which  have  been  tested  and  proven 
to  be  genuine.  He  said:  "My  doctrine  is  not  mine,  but  His  that  sent 
me;  if  any  man  will  do  His  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine 
whether  it  be  of  God  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself."   Here  is  a  test 
by  which  the  world  could  prove  whether  he  be  the  Redeemer  or  an  im- 
poster.  Millions  have  taken  up  the-  challenge  and  found  him  to  be 
what  He  claimed  to  be. 

Ho  teacher  ever  lived  so  strictly  up  to  his  own  teachings  as 
did  Christ.  He  taught  his  followers  to  love  their  enemies  both  by 
precept  and  example.  Recall  the  memorable  words  while  He  was  yet 
enduring  the  greatest  agony  on  the  cross:  "Father,  forgive  them,  fo: 
they  know  not  what  they  do."   So  wonder  that  men  said  in  that  day  o: 
another  hemisphere:  "A  God  suffers." 

Jesus  Christ  died  like  a  God  --  He  was  a  God.  Sventhough  men 
do  not  accept  His  divinity,  they  hold  him  in  highest  esteem  for  His 
glorious  teachings  and  example. 

Here  is  our  ideal  life  to  pattern  after;  give  all  other  great 
men  their  just  dues,  but  none  can  equal  Jesus  the  Christ  in  wisdom, 
in  prudence,  in  short  --  in  anything  that  will  bring  man  to  a  noble 
and  more  perfect  life.  Let  us  set  our  goal  and  then  attain  it  by 
living  like  Him  who  stands  supreme  above  us  all. 

--  Sheldon  R.  Free  -- 
i  Port  Elizabeth  District. 


The  man  who  keeps  his  religion  in  camphor  all  the  week,  and 
takes  it  out  only  on  Sunday,  is  not  true.   He  who  seeks  to  get  the 
highest  wages  for  the  least  possible  amount  of  service  is  not  true. 
The  man  who  has  to  sing  lullabies  to  his  conscience  before  he  him- 
self can  sleep  is  not  true. 

Truth  is  the  straight  line  in  morals.  It  is  the  shortest  dis- 
tance between  a  fact  and  the  expression  of  it.   --Great  Truths-- 

Truth  is  the  rock  foundation  of  every  great  character.  -G.T.- 
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"OPPORTUNITY" 

An  old  but  true  saying  is:  "Opportunity  is  a  great  thing." 
We  often  hear  people  say,  "I  wish  I  could  get  the  opportunity  to 
do  something".   But  it  is  not  that  opportunity  does  not  come  their 
way,  it  is  that  some  people  never  see  an  opportunity,  while  others 
see  it  but  let  it  slip  by. 

Some  people  thjnk  that  when  an  opportunity  comes  their  way, 
if  it  is  not  convenient  for  them  to  carry  it  out  then,  that  they 
can  put  it  aside  and  take  it  up  again  at  a  more  convenient  time; 
but  this  is  where  they  make  their  mistake,  for  a  "time  waits  for 
no  man",  even  so  an  opportunity  will  not  wait  for  them. 

There  is  another  class  of  people  who,  when  an  opportunity 
comes  their  way,  take  hold  of  it  and  start  working,  but  as  soon  as 
the  hard  work  comes  in  they  begin  to  shirk  and  let  the  opportunity 
go  by  unfinished.  But  these  people  often  find  out  their  mistake, 
it  is  then  too  late. 

When  a  person  gets  on  in  the  world,  people  say,  "well  he  has 
had  a  better  chance  than  I  have,  and  therefore  he  should  get  on." 
There  are  others  who  say  that  a  man's  success  depends  on  his  educa- 
tion; this  of  course  is  tru6,  but  even  if  a  person  has  had  but  lit- 
tle chanc6,  ther6  is  nothing  to  stop  him  from  bettering  himself. 
They  forget  that  there  are  quite  a  number  of  people  who  have  had 
but  very  little  education  who  have  risen  to  be  great  men  and  women, 
all  because  they  have  persevered  with  their  work  and  taken  notice 
of  every  little  opportunity  that  came  their  way. 

ITobody  has  ever  yet  found  a  short-cut  to  success;  they  have 
all  had  to  go  along  the  long  path,  fighting  all  obstacles  until  at 
last  they  win  the  victory. 

The  great  thing  in  life  is  to  make  the  best  of  things  as  they 
come,  accepting  misfortune,  and  bearing  humility,  for  the  man  who 
can  face  his  troubles  bravely  will  always  make  the  most  of  his  op- 
portuni  ties . 

It  is  the  fighting  of  one's  way  up  the  ladder,  and  the  under- 
going of  hard  experience  which  enables  one  to  decide  when  to  grasp 
a  great  opportunity,  and  the  faculty  of  knowing  how  to  do  the  right 

thing  at  the  right  time.    Sister  Moreen  Henderson  

Port  Elizabeth  District. 


"For  lo ,  the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over  and  gone.  The 
flowers  appear  on  the  earth;  the  time  of  the  singing  of  birds  is 
come."   Song  of  Solomon,  ch.2,11. 

"Yea,  all  things  which  come  of  the  earth,  in  the  season  there- 
of, are  made  for  the  benefit  and  the  use  of  man,  both, to  please  the 
eye  and  to  gladden  the  heart."   Doc.  and  Gov.,  Sec.  59:18. 

"The  beauty  in  flowers  bear  record  of  God."  -T-.M. 
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"SEARCH  THE  SCRIPTURES" 

"This  is  eternal  lives  --  to  know  the  only  wise  and  true  Cod, 
and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  hath  sent."   Doc.  L    Cov.  132:24. 

"Search  the  scriptures;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal 
life:  and  they  are  they  which  testify  of  me."  John  5:39. 

V,'e  believe  the  Bible  (Stick  of  Judah)  ,  the  Book  of  Mormon 
(Stick  of  Ephraim) ,  Pearl  of  Creat  Price,  and  the  Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants to  be  authentic;  the  Bible,  in  so  far  as  it  is  correctly 
translated.   They  are  given  to  us  that  we  may  be  instructed  more 
perfectly  in  theory,  in  principle,  in  doctrine,  in  the  law  of  the 
Gospel,  in  all  things  that  pertain  to  the  Kingdom  of  God,  that  are 
expedient  for  us  to  understand.  By  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
our  eyes  are  opened  and  our  understanding  enlightened  so  that  we  car 
see  and  understand  the  things,  of  Cod. 

For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  truth  and  whatsoever  is  truth  is 
light,  and  whatsoever  is  light  is  spirit. 

"Truth  is  knowledge  of  things  as  they  are,  and  as  they  were, 
and  as  they  are  to  come."  Doc.  &  Cov.  93:24. 

If  our  search  for  truth  be  directed  to  the  end  of  magnifying 
our  calling  and  glorifying  Cod,  our  bodies  shall  be  filled  with 
light,  and  there  shall  be  no  darkness  in  us,  consequently  we  shall 
comprehend  all  things. ... ., 

We  cannot  obtain  this  fulness  if  we  disregard  the  commandment 
it  is  also  well  to  remember  that  our  bodies  are  temples,  designed 
not  only  as  a  medium  for  the  union  with  our  spirit,  but  also  the 
spirit  of  God  and  consequently  must  be  so  cherished  that  it  may  ef- 
ficiently function  for  that  exalted  purpose,  because  the  Spirit  of 
God  cannot  remain  in  unholy  bodies,  the  scriptures  would  become  a 
sealed  book  to  all  such  and  there  would  be  no  truth  left  in  them. 

We  must  be  prayerful,  humbly  petitioning  our  Heavenly  Father 
to  enlighten  cur  minds  and  broaden  our  understanding. that  we  may  ge 
the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  Scriptures,  and  strength  to  gi  ye  ex- 
pression in  our  lives  to  their  precepts.  We  cannot  be  saved  in  ig- 
norance, but  only  as  we  acquire  knowledge. 

"Yea,  if  thou  criest  after  knowledge,  and  liftest  up  thy  voice 
for  understanding;  then  shalt  thou  understand  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
and  find  the  knowledge  of  God.  For  the  Lord  giveth  wisdom:,  out  of 
his  mouth  cometh  knowledge  and  understanding.  He  layeth  up  sound 
wisdom  for  the  righteous:  he  is  a  buckler  to  them  that  walk  uprigh 
ly.   He  keepeth  the  paths  of  judgment,  and  preserveth  the  way  of  h 
saints.   Then  shalt  thou  understand  righteousness,  and  judgment,  a 
equity;  yea,  every  good  path."   Proverbs  2:3-9. 

Bro .  Walter  0.  Hanson. 
Cape  District... 


"They,  only,  possess  time  who  profitably  use  it."  (Liahona' 
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"SOWING" 

1 t  is  always  interesting  to  know  what  aspirations  people  cher- 
ish.  If  it  be  known  what  a  man  expects  life  to  bring  him,  it  is  an 
easy  matter  to  ascertain  what  course  he  is  steering. 

Usually,  a  man  gets  back  what  he  gives,  if  not  in  quantity, 
at  least  in  quality.   "Whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also 
reap." 

Put  these  questions  to  yourself:  what  am  I  living  for?  V/hat 
do  I  expect  from  life?   It  is  not  a  bit  of  use  living  for  self  here 
and  expecting  to  obtain  another's  blessings  afterwards. 

If  it  is  true  that  every  cause  has  an  effect  --  and  it  is 
true  --  then  how  essential  it  is  to  live  so  that,  if  everybody  else 
lived  as  we  do,  the  world  would  be  full  of  good  people. 

nothing  in  this  world  comes  haphazard.  Everything  is  related 
to  everything  else.  For  our  daily  bread  a  series  of  labour  has  been 
rendered  by  "others;  someone  has  toiled.  Sowing  and  reaping  are  con- 
tinually taking  place. 

Geo  the  once  wrote: 
"We  must  not  hope  to  be  mowers  and  .to  gather  the  ripe  gold  ears, 
Unless  we  have  first  been  sowers  and  watered  the  furrows  with 

tears . 
It  is  not  what  just  we  take  it  --  this  mystical  world  of  ours. 
Lifes  field  will  yield  as  we  make  it  a  harvest  of  thorns  or  of 
flowers . " 
We  hear  a  man  complaining  that  life  has  been  rough  with  him, 
that  things  have  not  turned  out  as  he  had  hoped.  He  complains  of 
the  lack  of  education,  lack. of  influence,  bad  luck.  It  rarely  oc- 
curs to  him  to  "blame  himself . 

Shakespeare  wrote  of  a  "Divinity  which  shapes  our  ends  rough 
hew  them  how  we  may". 

That  must  be  modified  a  little  for  Divinity  can  only  shape 
them  according  to  our  own  inclinations.   A  man  may  thwart  the  kind- 
ness of  God  and  man,  but  it  is  always  true  that  both  will  aid  the 
man  who  is  striving  to  do  his  best.   We  need  to  use  common  sense 
in  this  matter  of  what  we  get  out  of  life.  All  things  declare  that 
a  man  is  the  maker  of  his  own  destiny. 
It  is  -undoubtedly  true: 

Sow  a  thought  and  reap  an  act. 
Sow  an  act  and  you  reap  a  habit. 
Sow  a  habit  and  you  reap  a  character. 
Sow  a  character  and  you  reap  a  destiny. 
That  comes  to  mean  that  a  man's  future  is  wholly  conditioned 
by  his  present.   Lowell  wrote:  "Be  noble  and  the  nobliness  that 
lips  in  others  sleeping,  but  never  dead,  will  rise  in  majesty  to 
meet  thine  own." 

I t  is  a  matter  for  each  to  decide  whether  he  shall  climb  or 
descend;  the  power  lies  within. 
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There  is  no  variation  in  this  lew.  It  is  true  in  the  natural, 
mental  ana  spiritual  worlds.  The  trouble  is  that  man  sometimes  be- 
lieves ha  may  sow  wild  oats  and  reap  beautiful  flowers.  He  forgets 
that  nature  never  omits  co  send  in  her  bill;  she  i£  the  most  rigid 
accountant  in  the  world. 

In  this  matter  of  harvest  there  is  something  which  is  outside 
of  our  power,  We  have  to  do  our  best  and  then  leave  matters.  The 
increase  comes  from  another,  but  we  may  be  sure  of  this-,  that  when 
we  have  done  our  part,  the  rest  is  certain. 

So  think  well,  speak  well  and  true,  right  wrong  and  follow 
the  best  that's  in  you. 

Make  friends  of  all  inspiring  ideas  you  meet;  they  will  never 
forsake  you  and  will  do  much  to  bring  you  peace. 

--  Bro .  Arthur  Fagan  '-- 
Ilatal  District. 


"TOBACCO  AFFECTS  THE  .BRAIN" 
By  Will  K.  Brown,  Oakland,  Calif. 


Every  mental    test   made   in    educational    institutions   adds    one 
more    to    the   long  list   showing    the  disastrous    effects    of  smoking. 
Prof.    Everett    V.    Perkins,    principal    of   a  high   school   near  Augusta, 
Maine,    in  making  out   a   list    of    the    twenty-five   students   with   the 
highest    records,    found    that    the   list    contained   but    one   smoker.    Then 
he  made   out   a   list    of    the    twenty-five   students   with   the   lowest    rec- 
ords,   and    in    this   list   all   but   one  were   smokers. 

He   further  found    that    the   average   scholarship   of    the   smokers    i 
the  senior   class   for    the    first   half   of    the   year   1926  was    77,    while 
the   average    for   the  non-smokers   was   80   and   15-100.    Prof.    Perkins 
truly  says,    "Smoking  and    scholarship  do   not    go    together  at    Cony  High 
School."   He  might   have    truthfully  added,    "or  anywhere    else." 

A   bulletin    published   at   AntJoch   College,    Yellow  Springs,    Ohio, 
contains   a    careful   study  made    in   the    college    of   students   who   smoke. 
Heavy  smokers   were  at    the   bottom   of    the    list    in   every    test,    while 
those  who   did   not   smoke   were   at    the    top,    with    the   light   smokers   sand 
wiched    in  between.    Smokers   who    remained    in   college   as    long  as    three 
years   steadily  declined    in  scholarship   records.    i:on-smokers   maintain 
ed   a  nearly  uniform  average.    The    report    concludes   with    these  ?/ordS: 
"With    these   figures   before   us,    it    is   hard    to    avoid    the    conclusion 
that   smoking   is   actually  a   cause    of  mental    inefficiency." 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Herbert  Hoover  well  says,  "Nearly  every 
delinquent  boy  is  a  cigarette  smoker.  Cigarettes  are  a  source  of 
crime.  To  neglect  crime  at  its  source  is  a  short-sighted  policy  un- 
worthy a  nation  of  our  intelligence." 

An  enemy  that  assaults  the  brain,  the  body  and  the  soul  should 
og  exterminated . 

(Liahona) 
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"MISSIOII      HEWS" 

"Cumorah",  Mowbray. 

Vic-  take  groat  pleasure  in  reporting  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
to  us  the  past  month. 

March  28th,  a  benefit  Concert  was  given  in  the  Forrester's 
Hall  for  Bro.  \7m.  Van  Rensberg.   The  M.I. A.  put  on  two  short  plays 
which  were  enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 

Easter  Monday  the  Elders  and  members  of  the  Mutual  climbed 
Table  Mountain. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  Elder  Bertram  C.  Cutforth  left  for  the 
Transvaal  District  where  he  has  been  assigned  to  labour. 

The  Elders  have  spent  much  time  the  past  month  with  those  who 
are  sick.  Bro.  DeViiliers  is  confined  to  his  bed  with  Dropsy.  Mrs. 
Grace  Stark,  daughter  of  Sr.  Van  Ryneveld,  has  been  very  ill.  Brother 
Gilbert  Pirie's  little  daughter,  Annie,  is  also  very  ill. 

Easter  Monday,  Sister  Prank  Smith  gave  birth  to  a  fine  baby 
boy. 

Tommy  Wilson,  only  son  o.f.  Brother  and  Sister  William  J.  Wilson, 
died  April  17th;   The  funeral  was'lheld  a-t'  the  home  of  Branch  Presi- 
dent Thomas  Wilson  the  following  day,  under  the  direction  of  District 
President  Ho  el  G.  Knight. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  Elder  R.  Earl  Madsen  arrived  here  from 
East  London. 

Our  work  is  progressing  and  we  feel  much  encouraged  over  our 
labours.     William  B.  Holland,  District  Clerk. 

"Ramah"  Johannesburg. 

We  feel  to  rejoice  in  the  blessings  which  the  Lord  has  so 
bounteously  poured  out  upon  us  during  the  past  month. 

We  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  the  visit  of  Mission  Presi- 
dent Samuel  Martin.  His  visits  to  the  Saints  and  Investigators  were 
very  much  appreciated  and  were  very  strengthening  to  them  all,  al- 
though through  a  week's  illness  it  was  impossible  to  visit  them  all. 

Conference  was  held  on  April  8th  with  a  good  attendance.  At 
the  close  of  the  meeting  Brother  Edward  Hughes  was  ordained  an  Elder 
and  set  apart  as  a  missionary  by  President  Samuel  Martin.  Brother 
George  Cable  was  ordained  an  Elder,  and  Brother  A.  Pace  was  ordained 
to  the  office  of  a  Priest. 

We  feel  to  thank  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  being  able  to  send 
one  of  our  number  on  a  mission,  antt  we  trust  that  he  will  be  a  power 
for  good  wherever  he  labours. 

On  April  9th,  Elder  Wells  Evans  and  President  Martin  departed 
for  Pretoria  where  a  very  profitable  week  was  spent  with  Saints  and 
Investigators.  A  Cottage  Meeting  was  held  there  with  sixteen  in  at- 
tendance. The  visit  was  very  strengthening  to  those  saints  and 
friends  who  are  forced  to  be  without  Elders. 

During  the  month  Elders  Duncan  and  Hughes  departed  for  their 
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new  fields  of  labour  and  Elders  Bertram  C.  Cutforth  and  Reed  H. 
Decks tead  arrived  h-er'e  tT©  continue  their  labours.  The  former  brethren 
will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  them,  while  the  latter  have  already 
won  the  love  and  friendship  of  all  whom  they  have  met. 

Our  Meetings,  visiting,  and  tracting  have  been  very  success- 
ful, and  we  have  every  reason  to  rejoice  in  the-  'work  of  the  Lord. 

The  Saints  and  Friends  join  in  extending  their  best  regards  to 

all  throughout  the  South  African  Mission..  0.  Layton  Alldredge  -- 

District  Clerk. 

Port  Elizabeth  District. 

We. are  thankful  for  the  privilege  of  reporting  the  work  of  the 
lord  in  this  District  as  growing,,  and  we  feel  that  we  have  all  been 
benefited  by  our  labours. 

Our  regular  monthly  visit  was  paid  to  Uitenhage  the  first 
part  of  the  month  at  which  a  Past  and  Testimony  Meeting  as  well  as 
Sunday  Evening  Services  were  held. 

On  April  12th,  Elder  A.  Edward  Hughes  arrived  here  from  the 
Transvaal  District  to  commence  his  missionary  labours.  The  following 
evening'  a  Farewell  Social  was  held  in  honour  of  President  Reed  H. 
Becks tead  who  departed  for  Johannesburg  April  16th. 

April  24th,:":'Pr,6Sid  ent  R.  E.  Mads  en  arrived  here  enroute  to 
Mowbray.  During  his  stay  of  two  days  he  visited  friends  and  saints, 
making  calls  on  all  that  time  would  permit. 

The  labours  of  the  missionaries  in  this  section  of  'the  Lord's 
vineyard  have  been  labours  of  joy  the  past  month.   \7e  feel  to  ex- 
press gratitude  unto  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  his  bounteous  bless- 
ings unto  us  and  to  our  co-workers.  Sheldon  R.  Free  

District  President. 

Bloemfontein  District. 

Our  missionary  work  has  been  somewhat  handicapped   through  the 
illness  of  the  Elders;  however,  things  are  beginning  to  brighten 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  President  Martin's  visit. 

During  the  month  Brother  Cioil-,  Reuben  Penny,  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Reuben  Penny,  and  President  Foyal  L.  Smith  were  removed  to  the 
Tempe  Hospital  with  Enteric  Fever}  Both  are  progressing  nicely. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  Sister  Einow  and  her  little  grand -daugh- 
ter, Olga  Einow,  left  Bloemfontein  for  Johannesburg  where  they  will 
■stay  with  her  daughter,  Sister  Hubert. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  a  bonny  son  was  born  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Alexander  S.  G-reenberg. 

On  the  11th  of  April,  Elders  Duncan  and  Hughes  arrived  in 
Bloemfontein  from  Johannesburg.  Elder  Hughes  left  the  same  night  for 
port  Elizabeth  and  Elder  Duncan  stayed  here  to  take  charge  of  this 
District . 

On  the  17th  of  April,  Elders  Reed  Beckstead  and  Wells  Evans 
passed  through  here  on  their  way  to  their  respective  Districts. 

A  successful  Street  Meeting  was  held  on  the  21st  of.  April,  at 
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which  many  stopped  to  listen.  We  managed  to  distribute  many  Tracts 
amongst  those  who  stopped. Bertram  J.  Glynn,  District  Clerk. 

Kimberley  District. 

We  feel  that  the  work  is  progressing  in  this  District.  We  have 
had  some  very  interesting  evening  visits  with  the  Saints  and  Friends, 
and  a  great  deal  of  our  time  has  been  spent  in  Tracting. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  April  8th,  we  opened  our  Mutual  for  the 
year  1928,  with  a  well  attended  social;  everyone  stated  that  the  eve- 
ning was  very  enjoyable. 

Our  records  show  an  increase  in  attendance  at  our  meetings 
during  the  past  month. 

We  extend  our  best  wishes  to  all  throughout  the  South  African 
Mission.  George  C.  Maw,  District  Clerk.  

Natal  District . 

This  month  has  been  one  of  much  success  and  joy  for  the  Elders 
and  Saints  of  this  District.  The  work  is  progressing  and  much  inter- 
est is  being  shown  by  the  Saints  and  Friends. 

Two  Baptismal  Services  were  held  during  the  month.   On  March 
the  28th,  Brother  James  R.  Lowers  entered  the  fold  and  on  the  15th 
of  April,  Brother  Henry  Trestrail,  his  wife  and  four  children  also 
joined  us.   The  baptisms  took  place  at  the  "Blue  Lagoon,f,  Durban 
North.   Brother  Trestrail's  two  younger  children  were  blessed  during 
the  month. 

The  Elders  have  moved  from  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Sister  Moore 
to  130  Old  Dutch  Road,  Berea. 

A  picnic  was.  held  on  April  9th  at  Riverside  for  all  the  Saints 
and  Friends.  Everyone  enjoyed  the  outing. 

President  Samuel  Martin  arrived  in  Durban  from  Johannesburg  on 
Saturday  morning,  April  21st.   Brother  Trestrail  met  him  at  P'maritz- 
burg  and  accompanied  him  to  Durban. 

We  held  a  successful  Conference  on  the  22nd  of  April;  there 
was  a  very  good  attendance.  President  Martin  was  in  Durban  for  one 
week,  during  which  time  wo  were  able  to  visit  all  of  our  Saints  and 
Investigators.  Rex  C.  Ellsworth,  District  Clerk. 

East  London  District. 

We  are  pleased  to  make  a  report  of  a  profitable  month  spent  in 
the  services  of  the  Master,  and  especially  in  this  part  of  his  vine- 
yard .    The  Lord  has  blessed  us  with  sufficient  rainfall  to  relieve 
our  needs  for  water.  The  living  conditions  of  the  people  are  much 
better  and  many  are  ready  for  the  Gospel  message.  Many  new  homes  have 
been  opened  and  are  receiving  the  Gospel  with  gladness. 

Sister  A.  G.  Brummer  of  the  Watervaal  Branch,  Transvaal  District, 
paid  us  a  visit  during  the  forepart  of  the  month.  We  were  glad  to 
meet  Sister  Brummer  and  welcomed  here  visit  with  us. 

Much  good  was  accomplished  by  the  Elders  in  Queenstown.  Elder 
Mads  en  met  Elder  Evans  there  on  April  20th,  and  the  two  spent  the  day 
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in  that  city.  A  good  Gospel  conversation  was  had  with  the  Editor  of 
the  Daily  Retires  entative  ol  Queens  town,  anc;  his  home  is  opened  to 
future  visits  . 

On  April  21st,  Elder  Wells  L.  Evans,  from  the  Transvaal  Dis — 
trict ,  arrived  here  to  take  Elder  R.  Earl  Madsen's  place  as  District 
President.  Elder  Madsen  has  been  transferred  to  the  Cape  District. 
.  .   On  the  25th  we  opened  Westbank  as  our  new  Tracting  field. 

V,re  welcome  Elders  Cutforth,  Maw,  and  Hughes  as  they  begin  their 
labours  in  the  South  African  Mission,  and  trust  that  they  v/ill  re- 
ceive joy  from,  their  new  callings,  --  Ray  Wit.  Ellsworth.-- 

DjS  irict  Clerk. 

Karibib  . 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  this  branch  has  made  wonderful  pro- 
gress during  the  last  two  months.  It  was  during  the  first  week  of 
March  that  I  said  good-bye  to  the  members  of  my  family,  Sister  Rat- 
cliff,  and  her  daughter  Eorah  Glynn,  and  also  my  sister  Phyllis  A. 
Ratcliff  who  are  now  on  the  way  to  Zion. 

Sister  Phyllis  Ratcliff  left  here  on  the  5th  of  March,  and  it 
was  on  the  afternoon  of  this  day  that  we  were  discussing  the  ques- 
tion of  the  possibilities  of  new  members  to  enable  me  to  carry  on 
as  she  was  leaving  that  evening  and  I  should  be  the  only  member  left. 
To  our  surprise  while  thus  engaged  we  were  visited  by  Mrs  Cloete  who 
told  us  that  she  had  called  to  apply  for  Baptism  for  herself  and  hus- 
band. You  can  immagine  the  joy  this  was  to  us.  There  was  something 
more  to  rejoice  over  than  merely  an  application  for  Baptism  --  it  was, 
to  those  familiar  with  conditions  here,  a  manifestation  of  the  power 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  saving  of  this  Branch. 

On  the  following  Sunday  the  11th  of  March,  Brother  Johannes  A. 
Cloete  and  Sister  Martha  M.  E.  Cl06te  were  Baptized  and  confirmed 
members  of  the  Church  and  are  now  a  joy  and  strength  to  the  Branch. 
On  Sunday  the  25th  of  March,  Brother  John  S.  P.  Marcus  was  Baptized 
and  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church,  after  which,  Brother  Cloete's 
thr^e  children,  Ruth  Esther  age  six,  Cert  Jacobus  age  three  and  a 
half  years,  and  Gabriel  Jacobus  age  seventeen  months  were  blessed. 
As  I  was  up  to  this  time  the  only  member  of  the  Branch,  I  cannot  say 
"We."  as  the  other  Branches  but  "I"  rejoice  greatly  in  welcoming  these 
Brothers  and  Sisters  into. the  fold. 

There  are  others  hare  interested  in  the  Gospel  message  and  are 
investigating,  but  what  appears  to  be  the  stumbling  block  is:  "What 
will  man  say."  There  seems  to  be  quite  a  number  of  people  seeking 
truth,  but  at  the  present  the  majority  of  them  are  not  quite  ready, 
and  one  can  do  very  little  more  than  plant  the  seed  of  the  Gospel 
with  them  to  be  developed  at  some  later  date. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  in  this  Branch, 
and  pray  for  continued  blessings  of  the  Lord  to  this  organization. 

Bro.  Lawrence  C.  Ratcliff  

Presiding  Elder. 
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